Direct Easement Purchases
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How They Work  Landownerssell thedevelopment rightsontheir farmland directly

to the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC). When
landownerssdll their development rights— alsoknown as
development easements— they retain ownership of their land, but
agreeto permanent deed restrictionsthat alow only agricultura
use.

Landownersmay apply at any timedirectly tothe SADC.

Farmsmust beeligiblefor Farmland Assessment. Priority isgivento
those farmsthat have been impacted by the 1999 drought. Other
farmsmust be of superior quality and (1) likely to be developed

or (2) of statewideor regional importance.

TheSADC conddersthefollowingfactorsinevauating farmsfor
thisprogram: percentageof high-quality soils; percentagef tillable
acres, quitableboundariesand buffers, such asother adjacent
preserved farmsand open space; theloca commitment toagriculture
(eg., righttofarmordinances, financid support); szeof thefarm;
agriculturd dengty of thearea, andimminenceof devel opment.

The SADC will negotiate apurchase pricewith thelandowner
subject to the recommendations of two independent appraisersand
areview by astatereview appraise.

Contact the State Agriculture Development Committee at
(609) 984-2504.



